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Control  of  Earthworms  in  Lawns 

Earthworms  usually  are  considered  desirable  inhabitants  of 
the  soil  since  they  do  much  toward  mixing  the  soil  and  introducing 
the  air  to  lower  depths.  Frequently,  however,  they  become  a 
decided  pest  in  lawns  and  golf  greens  by  the  casts  of  earth  which 
they  throw  up  to  the  surface  and  at  this  time,  it  becomes  a  prob- 
lem as  to  the  matter  of  control. 

From  a  publication  which  came  out  from  the  California  Experi- 
ment Station,  the  following  control  measure  is  advised: 

"To  cause  the  worms  to  come  to  the  surface,  apply 
corrosive  sublimate,  mixed  as  follows,  and  then  sweep  up 
the  worms  and  remove  them: — 

1  lb.  corrosive  sublimate 
1  gallon  boiling  water 

"Let  cool  for  one  hour,  then  add  4  gallons  of  cold 
water.  Use  2^  pints  of  this  solution  to  a  barrel  of  water, 
and  apply  to  greens  with  a  sprinkler." 

As  is  noted  in  the  above  quotation,  this  mixture  serves  only  to 
bring  the  earthworms  to  the  surface,  after  which  they  must  be 
gathered  up  and  destroyed.  In  bright  sunshine,  they  sometimes 
die  by  exposure. 

As  is  indicated  by  the  name,  corrosive  sublimate  readily  corrodes 
metals  and  should  be  mixed  in  earthenware  or  wooden  containers. 
This  substance  is  a  Deadly  Poison  and  Must  At  All  Times  be 
Kept  Out  of  Reach  of  Irresponsible  Persons  and  Livestock. 
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